
Lesson 3 - SPAG: Direct and reported speech 

Factual writing such as newspaper reports or recounts include two types of 

speech - direct and indirect/reported speech. 

 

Direct speech 

Direct speech is when the exact words that have been said by a person are 

written down inside inverted commas. 

Inverted commas (speech marks) go before and after direct speech. They 

surround what was said by the speaker. For example: 

"I'm pleased to have raised so much money," said Captain Tom. 

 

Punctuating direct speech 

 A new speaker needs a new line. This might not be included in a 

newspaper report as the speech won’t be part of a conversation 

between people or characters. 

 You should use a capital letter at the start of each piece of speech. 

 Punctuation (question marks, full stops and exclamation marks) go 

inside the inverted commas. 

 If the person who is speaking is named before the speech, you must 

use a comma before the first set of inverted commas. For example: 

 Captain Tom exclaimed, “Let’s go and do some more laps of the 

garden!” 

 

Indirect (reported) speech 

When indirect speech is used, the writer will share the main points of what 

someone has said without writing exactly what they said in full. 

No speech punctuation (like inverted commas) is used for indirect speech. 

Example 

Direct: “I was tired after all that walking,” explained Captain Tom. 

Could be written as: 

Indirect: Captain Tom admitted he was very tired by the end of his 

challenge. 



Use this link to investigate direct and reported speech 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zm63c7h 

Task: 

Read the sentences below carefully. 

Writing on a piece of paper, change any that are in direct speech to indirect 

speech, and any that are in indirect speech to direct speech. 

1. “Hurry up please, it’s nearly 3 o’clock!” shouted Granny. 

2. Ruby asked whether she could have a chocolate ice cream for dessert. 

3. The shopkeeper announced that there was no bread left. 

4. Freddie whispered, “Do you have a spare pencil?” 

5. “Are you going on holiday?” asked Pritika. 

 

EXT: Write a short story that contains both direct and reported speech. 

Here is a scary one to help you… 

She didn’t like it at all when her father had to go down to 

Kent and, for the first time, she had to sleep alone in the old 

house. He had told her he would be back first thing. 

She went up to her bedroom early. She turned the key and 

locked the door. She latched the windows and drew the 

curtains. She peered inside her wardrobe, and pulled open 

the bottom drawer of her chest-of-drawers; she got down on 

her knees and looked under the bed. “What am I so worried 

about?” she muttered to herself.  

She undressed; she put on her nightdress. 

She pulled back the heavy linen cover and climbed into bed. 

Not to read but to try and sleep – she wanted to sleep as 

soon as she could. She reached out and turned off the 

lamp… 

‘That’s good,’ said a little voice. ‘Now we’re safely locked in 

for the night.’ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zm63c7

