
Recognising Standard English
Read this extract of ‘Under the Lights’ and underline all of the non-standard English.

A note from Ash

My name is Ash, I’m twelve years old and I love to sing.

This is the story of the time I done stopped singing. It all happened one year ago, at Morton 
School. It weren’t just singing what went wrong, it were everything: friends, birthday 
parties, brain maggots, and most of all, them big, scary exams what we had to do at the end 
of the year.

They looked scary, back then. Now, I ain’t got no idea what I were worried about.

Anyways, Miss Underbridge said that if I writ everything down, it might help other people 
who’s doing their exams. She asked Janelle to, and all, so we’re racing to see who can write 
more. The loser has gots to buy the winner tickets to a Glitter Riot concert. Glitter Riot are 
the best band in the whole wide world, so I proper have to win.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals KS2 story ‘Under the Lights’

See if you can spot and fix the non-standard English in these sentences.

1. Ever since Mr Rivers done told me that I’d gotten the lead part in our school play, Robin 
Hood: Superstar!, I’d dreamed about opening night. 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                

2. “What has you got to be nervous about?” she said as she tugged and tucked my tunic. 
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

3. “Ashraf?” Dad sat on the table besides me and leaned in real close. 
“You don’t have to do the play if you don’t want to.” 
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4. “Yeah, if you misses school, your parents can get arrested, I heard,” said Berry. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                        

5. “I’m sure you done fine,” said Hassan. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                        

6. “All I need,” Mr Rivers continued, “is for yous to tell me which song you want to perform.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                        

Recognising Standard English
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Recognising Standard English Answers
Read this extract of ‘Under the Lights’ and underline all of the non-standard English.

A note from Ash

My name is Ash, I’m twelve years old and I love to sing.

This is the story of the time I done stopped singing. It all happened one year ago, at Morton 
School. It weren’t just singing what went wrong, it were everything: friends, birthday 
parties, brain maggots, and most of all, them big, scary exams what we had to do at the 
end of the year.

They looked scary, back then. Now, I ain’t got no idea what I were worried about.

Anyways, Miss Underbridge said that if I writ everything down, it might help other people 
who’s doing their exams. She asked Janelle to, and all, so we’re racing to see who can write 
more. The loser has gots to buy the winner tickets to a Glitter Riot concert. Glitter Riot are 
the best band in the whole wide world, so I proper have to win.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals KS2 story ‘Under the Lights’

A note from Ash

My name is Ash, I’m twelve years old and I love to sing.

This is the story of the time I stopped singing. It all happened one year ago, at Morton 
School. It wasn’t just singing that went wrong, it was everything: friends, birthday parties, 
brain maggots, and most of all, the big, scary exams that we had to do at the end of the year.

They looked scary, back then. Now, I don’t know what I was worried about.

Anyway, Miss Underbridge said that if I wrote everything down, it might help other people 
who are doing their exams. She asked Janelle to, as well, so we’re racing to see who can 
write more. The loser has to buy the winner tickets to a Glitter Riot concert. Glitter Riot are 
the best band in the whole wide world, so I have to win.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals KS2 story ‘Under the Lights’

Here is the original extract from ‘Under the Lights’.
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Recognising Standard English Answers

See if you can spot and fix the non-standard English in these sentences.

1. Ever since Mr Rivers done told me that I’d gotten the lead part in our school play, Robin 
Hood: Superstar!, I’d dreamed about opening night. 
Ever since Mr Rivers told me that I’d got the lead part in our school play, Robin Hood: 
Superstar!, I’d dreamed about opening night.

2.  “What has you got to be nervous about?” she said as she tugged and tucked my tunic. 
“What have you got to be nervous about?” she said as she tugged and tucked my tunic.

3.  “Ashraf?” Dad sat on the table besides me and leaned in real close. “You don’t have to do 
the play if you don’t want to.” 
“Ashraf?” Dad sat on the table beside me and leaned in close. “You don’t have to do the 
play if you don’t want to.”

4. “Yeah, if you misses school, your parents can get arrested, I heard,” said Berry. 
“Yeah, if you miss school, your parents can get arrested, I heard,” said Berry.

5. “I’m sure you done fine,” said Hassan. 
“I’m sure you did fine,” said Hassan.

6. “All I need,” Mr Rivers continued, “is for yous to tell me which song it is you is wanting 
to perform.” 
“All I need,” Mr Rivers continued, “is for you to tell me what song you want to perform.”
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