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Show where a word is missing in these sentences. Write the 
missing word on the lines. The first one is done for you.

1.  Mum / some vegetables at the supermarket. bought       
2. The hunter the snake and killed it. 
3. Imran his favourite TV programme after tea.
4. I scored the winning. 
5. As it was raining, Tracy all the way home. 
6. Straight after breakfast, I the dishes.
7. John got the dog’s so that he could take Fido for a walk.
8. Mum put hot on the porridge. 

Learning objective: to identify the words in a sentence that are essential to meaning.

Name: Date:

Use your reading book to write out 5 sentences. Underline the nouns and verbs. 
Write them on the back of this sheet.

Essential Words in Sentences
In a sentence some words are essential to meaning. If an essential word is missing the sentence
does not make sense. For example: Jean across the road. The verb ‘ran’ is missing.  
Ran across the road. The noun ‘Jean’ is missing.

Put the missing words into two lists depending upon whether they are nouns or verbs.

To make sense a sentence should have a noun (subject) and a verb. These 
sentences have a word missing. Rewrite the sentence putting in a suitable 
word. Show whether the missing word is a noun (N) or a verb (V). 
The missing words are in the box.

1. Bilbo Baggins, the Hobbit, lived in a in the ground.
Bilbo Baggins, the Hobbit, lived in a hole in the ground.       hole (N)

2. One day he set off for an with the dwarfs.
_______________________________________________________________

3. Bilbo the gold from the Dragon Smaug.
________________________________________________________________

4. Bilbo in a little place called Bagend.
________________________________________________________________

5. Bilbo won a magic when Gollum couldn’t guess his riddle.
_______________________________________________________________

Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Task 4
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Noun

goal

Verb

bought

hole
lived 
stole
ring 

adventure
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Essential Words in Sentences
Sentences can contain a lot of information but some words can be deleted without changing
the meaning. For example: Roger went to the river for a swim. This sentence could be shortened.
Roger went for a swim.

© Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.                

Learning objective: to identify which words in a sentence can be deleted without changing the basic meaning.

Name: Date:

Underline the essential words in these sentences.

1. John wore his new trainers for the school fun run.

2. Alex injured his ankle playing football for the local team.

3. The streets were full of people doing their Christmas shopping.

4. After school Sue and Mary went swimming at the leisure centre.

5. On Saturday Brian went with his Mum to the market.

6. We saved enough money to go on holiday next week.

Task 1

Underline the essential words in each sentence of the paragraph. 
The first sentence has been done for you.

After it had stopped raining Jim thought that he should take the dog out to the park for a

walk. Scruffy had been restlessly walking up and down the hall all afternoon, waiting for his

usual outing. Jim took the lead from its hook in the cupboard and Scruffy ran in, almost

knocking Jim over in his eagerness to get out. In the garden, Scruffy tugged on his lead,

dragging Jim all the way down the street to the park. There Scruffy, happy to be outside,

pulled so hard on the lead that it slipped from Jim’s hand. Scruffy raced straight for the

pond where the ducks were snoozing in the afternoon sunshine.

Task 2

Rewrite the paragraph using only the essential words that you underlined.

Jim thought he should take the dog for a walk.

Task 3

Find five sentences in your reading book. Write them out underlining the essential words.

Task 4
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Changing Word Order in Sentences
You can often move the words in a sentence around so that they say the same thing in another
way. For example: There was a television in the boy’s bedroom.  This sentence could be rearranged
to say - In the boy’s bedroom, there was a television. The meaning is exactly the
same and the words are the same, but the order of the words is different. This
can sometimes make your writing more interesting.

Complete each of these sentences using the new beginning.

Find three sentences in your reading book in which the word order can be changed. 
Write them on the back of this sheet.

Rewrite these sentences beginning with the word shown in bold.

Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Learning Objective: to investigate which words or groups of words can be moved into a different order without changing the
meaning.

Name: Date:

1. Jane wore a woolly hat and gloves to keep her warm.

To keep her warm

2. There were lots of crumbs under the table.

Under the table

3. I’m happy when I win a game.

When I win a game

4. There are some vegetarian dishes on the menu.

On the menu

5. The tide comes in very fast at Morecambe Bay.

At Morecambe Bay

6. When you use boiling water you must be very careful.

You must be very careful

7. The teacher shouted at the footballers to get their attention.

To get their attention

1. The wind was wild outside. 

2. She explained the problem very quietly. 

3. The loser accepted defeat graciously. 

4. The bus fare will be £1 at most.

5. There are seven days in a week.

6. The skier waxed his skis for extra speed.

7. For protection, I always use sunscreen.

8. We mow the grass every week. 



Underline the correct form of the verb in these sentences.

1. Tom has/have a packed lunch at school.
2. My Mum usually go/goes shopping on Friday night.
3. Most days the buses come/comes on time.
4. At the zoo the lions is/are roaming around the enclosure.
5. The children was/were running round and round the playground.
6. I has/have asked most of my friends to my birthday party.

Learning Objective: to revise different word classes.

Name: Date:

Make up four sentences in which the noun and verb do not agree. 
Ask a friend to correct them.

Making Subject and Verb Agree in Sentences
Sentences must have a noun (subject) and a verb. The subject must agree with the verb. For
example:  Jim                 is tired.                                  The boys         are tired.

(Singular noun singular verb) (plural noun plural verb)

Rewrite these sentences putting in the correct form of the verb.

1. Emma done her homework very well.

2. The boys was going to play a match against another school.

3. The girls had bringed their CDs to school for the disco.

4. The cats was in the house.

5. Dad seen the paper boy and asks for his evening paper.

6. We takes the dog for a walk when he run away.

Task 1

Match a phrase from list 1 to another in list 2 to make a sentence. 
Underline the noun and verb in each sentence.

Task 3

Task 2

Task 4
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List 1
A gang of thieves
The cooks
The train
One of the cats
The gardener
Mrs Snip, the hairdresser,

List 2
is cutting Tom’s hair.
was going to London.
has four kittens.
has planted bulbs.
are making soup.
broke into the shop.
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Use this information to help you choose the correct form of the verb in these sentences. 
Circle the correct part of the verb and underline the subject the verb is referring to. 

1. The boys has / have broken a window playing football.

2.  We  was  /   were going outside to play on our bikes.

3.  All the animals in the zoo    has /   have been shut up for the night.

4.  Was /   were your slippers in your bedroom?

5.  The game   has /   have been put back in the cupboard.

6.  Jim and Fred   was /   were skateboarding down the street.

7.  His shoe   is /   are covered in mud.

8.  We   was /   were going on the bus to town.

9.  Each of us   is /    are taking turns to read.

10.  The bikes   was /   were wobbling all over the road.

11.  Billy’s gloves   is /   are on the bus.

Learning Objective: to ensure consistency between the person (subject) and verb, when using the verb ‘to be’ and the verb ‘to have’.

Name: Date:

Write 5 sentences using the verb ‘to be’.  Use ‘ is ’ and ‘ are ’ in your sentences. Then 
put your sentences into the past tense by changing the verbs to ‘ was ’ and ‘ were ’.

We use the singular when talking about one person or thing and the plural when talking about more
than one person or thing. Singular: am/is   was   has Plural: are   were   have

Put the correct form of the verb in the blank spaces.

1. His right leg ___________ injured when he fell off his bike.

2. After tea we ___________ going to the cinema.

3. ___________ either of you eaten the cake?

4. Everyone ___________ passed their Maths test.

5. Mum ___________ going to make a pizza for tea.

6. Dad reads the paper when he ___________ had his tea.

7. ___________ you coming to my house to play after school?

8. The lions ___________ roaring loudly yesterday at the zoo.

9. We ___________ sad when we finished reading the book.

10. “___________ there anyone in?” asked the milkman.

Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Making Subject and Verb Agree in Sentences
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In these sentences underline the negative words. Tick the sentences with one 
negative ( 4) and put a cross (7) after the sentences with two negatives.

1. My aunty never goes nowhere for her holidays.
2. I have not got any money for my bus fare.
3. We were not doing nothing at all.
4. I looked for my shoes but could not find them nowhere.
5. Don’t you never go to the cinema?
6. We couldn’t get any milk as the shop was shut.
7. Won’t you come and visit me next week?
8. There is not nothing to worry about.

Learning Objective: to avoid the use of a double negative.

Name: Date:

Double Negative
No, not (n’t), nowhere, nothing, no-one, never are negative words. In this sentence there
are two negatives. She never goes nowhere. It is incorrect to put two negatives in a sentence.

Task 1

Match up the negative words with their opposite positive word.

negative word positive word
nothing any 
nowhere ever 

no anyone 
no one anywhere
never anything

Task 2

Underline the negatives in each sentence and rewrite each one correctly.

1. There isn’t no milk left in the fridge. 

2. Dad doesn’t need no help with the washing.

3. You never win nothing on the lottery.

4. She wasn’t making no noise as she crept up the stairs.

5. He doesn’t want to play no more.

6. She didn’t do nothing wrong.

Task 3

Choose 4 of these sentences and rewrite them as a positive sentence. For example: 
There is milk left in the fridge. This is the positive version of question one in Task 3. 

Task 4



Correct the underlined words so that the paragraph is written in standard English.

Me and my friend was walking home from school and when we come round the corner we seen

some cows in the middle of the road. We didn’t know if they was fierce or what. They was like

massive. We couldn’t do nothin’ for shakin. Then this bloke came wiv a trailer. He were the

farmer what owned the cows. He loaded them up dead easy and off they went. The road were

a right mess afterwards!

Task 2
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Rewrite these sentences in Standard English.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Learning Objective: to avoid non standard English.

Name: Date:

Think of three examples of your own of non-standard English as in task one 
above. Write them down and ask a friend to correct them.

Standard English
When English began to be printed nearly 600 years ago rules were developed so that everyone would
write it in the same way. We call this ‘Standard English’.

Standard English is used in books and written work.
Non- standard English is often used when people are speaking.

‘I haven’t got no pencils!’ is non-standard English. 
‘I haven’t got any pencils’ is standard English.

Task 1

Task 3

What’s ‘e doin’? I ain’t got no
money for me
bus fare.

Me and Jean done our
homework like real
good.

I don’t want no
trouble from you 

These sums
are like real
hard. The baby wer real good. We wasn’t doin’

nuthin wrong!
I dunno what
she’s doin’.

Don’t lik
e walk

on the grass

or nothin’

1 2 3
4

5
6 7 8
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Learning Objective: to proof read work for clarity and correctness

Name: Date:

This letter is badly written, there are no full stops or commas, 
there are no capital letters and one or two slang expressions. 
Find the mistakes and copy the passage below correctly.

dear emma
how are you all hows jims new job were fine but baby james has a cold as usual i was
wondering if you and the family want to come over on saturday for a barbecue  
if the weathers bad weve got a dvd of the incredibles so the kids can watch that while we
chat hope to see you then
love
julie

Task 1

Change these text messages into correctly written and punctuated English.Task 2

Hi how r u want 2 go for a walk call 4 me in
half hour judy

Seen emma 2day she got new boots ther
well nice comin round later?

Sat doin nuthin want to watch tv got a
simpsons dvd call me

Done ur homework yet me + carly done
maths dead hard ellie

Make up three text messages of your own and ask a friend to correct them.Task 3

Proof Reading
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Make up a short narrative text of your own with some muddled tenses. 
See if your friend can spot the mistakes.

Task 2

This writer has muddled up the tenses. Underline the incorrect tenses of the  verb. 
Copy out the passage correctly on the lines below, so it is all in the past tense.

The Fielder family decide to go abroad for their holiday last year. They discussed
what are the important things they want on their holiday. The children insist
on a resort with a beach and a pool. Dad prefers to self-cater, but also
wanted a pool and a bar. Mum does not want to cook and chooses a hotel
with a pool and evening entertainment. Finally they decide and booked a
hotel in a Spanish resort that has an outdoor pool, evening entertainment and includes all meals.
They flew from Manchester Airport and has two relaxing weeks enjoying the sunshine. They
enjoy it so much that almost as soon as they got back they start planning their next holiday. 

Learning Objective: to proof read work for clarity and correctness.

Name: Date:

Tenses
Here is part of a narrative text. Narrative texts are usually written in the past tense. Care must be
taken not to mix past, present and future tenses. 

Task 1
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Join the extra information to its correct sentence. The first one is done for you.Task 1

Use a suitable conjunction to complete these sentences. The first one is done for you.Task 2

Complete these sentences using these conjunctions. 

1. Take your coat because
2. I can see in the dark because
3. They tried and tried to push the door open until 
4. We returned home by 7.00 p.m. so that
5. They were pleased when
6. Joe yawned and stretched when
7. Buy it if
8. I can remember it as clearly as if 

1. We'll have a takeaway (When?) after the match.

2. I wanted to see the film again (Why?) I enjoyed it so much.

3. I want you to keep very still (When?) I take your photograph.

4. A woman pushed past (How?) I wasn’t there.

5. He takes his Walkman (Where?) he goes.

6. Look after it well (Why?) it is valuable.

1. I wore my boots 

2. I stood on a chair 

3. I brushed my teeth 

4. I watch T.V

5. It felt 

6. I took my kite 

Task 3

Complex Sentences Using Connectives
These Conjunctions are also common Connectives. They add more information. They tell you
when, where, how and why things happen. They also tell you if they will happen.

Learning Objective: To use a range of connectives.

Name: Date:

When things happen after,   before,   since,  until,   when,   whenever,   while,  now that,  as
How things happen as,    as if,    as though,    so,    as,    than,
Where things happen where,    wherever
Why  things happen because,     since,     in order that,      so that
If  things will happen if,   unless,   whether or not,   in case,   though,  although,  except that

my torch is working. (why)
it may rain. (why)
he woke up. (when)
you like it. (if)
it eventually gave way. (when)
they heard we were coming. (when)
we could watch a film on T.V. (why)
it had happened yesterday. (how)

because,     so that,      before,     whenever,     as though,     in case
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Put a ring round the connective in each of these sentences. The first one is done for you.

1. She  went  to  the  shop  after  she  had  had  her  tea.
2. The  roof  leaks  whenever  it  rains.
3. My  dog  follows  me  wherever  I  go.
4. “I’ll  miss  the  plane  if  I’m  held  up  in  traffic.”
5. “You  must  wait  here  until  I  come  to  collect  you.”
6. “Take  your  mobile  in  case  you need  to  ring  me.”
7. I  tidied  my  room  while  Mum  was  making  the  tea.
8. We  can  set  off  when  the  taxi  arrives.
9. We  need  some  stamps  before  we  can  post  these  letters.

Using a Range of Connectives
A connective is a word or phrase that joins clauses together. The connective does not have to be
in the middle of the sentence. If you want to, you can start your sentence with the connective.
This changes the emphasis but not the meaning of the sentence. For example: 
I expect you to listen when I am speaking to you……..becomes………
When I am speaking to you, I expect you to listen.

Underline the connective in these sentences. Rewrite the sentences 
beginning with the connective. The first one is done for you.

1. You must take your shoes off when you enter a mosque .
When you enter a mosque you must take off your shoes.
2. John was leaving for work as I returned.

3. Dad washed up as normal.

4. You must tell me whenever you go out to play.

5. You have to pay tax whether you want to or not.

6. I will drink milk if it has been pasteurised.

7. The liquid won't come out of the bottle unless you undo the top.

8. You must open the lid if you want to see inside.

Task 2

Task 1

Learning Objective: To use a range of connectives.

Name: Date:

Find four sentences in your reading book with connectives in different places 
in the sentence. Write them in your book or on the back of this sheet.

Task 3
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Writing for a Different Audience
When we write anything we have to be sure that we write to suit the understanding of the
reader. Sometimes we need to simplify more complicated writing so that it is clearer and can be more
easily understood by the reader.

Learning Objective: to adapt writing for a different audience by changing sentence structure and vocabulary.

Name: Date:

The story of ‘The Little Matchgirl ‘ was written by Hans Christian
Anderson over 100 years ago. In this extract the language may seem ‘old-
fashioned’ now. 
• Read it carefully to get the idea of the story, setting and action.
• Rewrite it in a modern style.
• Rewrite your ‘modern’ version in text suitable for a child in year 2 to read.
(The sentences must be shorter and simpler; the words easy to understand.)

It was snowing and the wind grew cold as darkness fell over the city on New Year’s Eve. In the

gathering gloom a little girl with bare feet padded through the streets. She had been wearing her

mother’s slippers when she left home, but they were far too large, and she had lost them while

hurrying across a busy road. One of them was nowhere to be found and a boy ran off with the

other. So now her bare feet were mottled blue and red with the bitter cold. Cold and hungry, she

made her weary way through the city, where brilliant lights streamed from windows of grand

houses, where blazing fires crackled merrily in the hearths and the smell of roast goose hung on

the air.

The little girl crouched down in a corner between two houses, drawing her knees up to her chest.

She felt so cold, but she had not sold a single match all day and father would be so angry. She

could not go home yet. Taking a bundle of matches from her old apron she decided to take a

match, strike it against the wall, and warm her finger at the flame. She drew out a match and struck

it. How it sparkled and gleamed! How the flames leaped and danced! It seemed to the girl as if she

were sitting before an enormous iron stove with brass ornaments on it. She stretched out her feet

to warm them – but the flame went out. Gone was the wonderful stove, and there she sat in the

cold with the burnt-out match smoking between her fingers! She must strike another. The match

flared up, making a circle of brightness. The light fell on the wall beside her and it seemed as if the

wall became transparent as gauze. She found herself looking into a cosy room, where a table

stood spread with a white linen tablecloth and set with silver, while in the middle steamed an

enormous roast goose. As she stretched out her hands towards the goose the match went out and

she saw nothing but the cold, grey wall before her.

Task 
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Reported Speech
Reported speech is the opposite of direct speech. In reported speech the writer is telling someone
what was said. e.g.  “I wish I’d worn my coat today, I’m freezing,” said Sam. (direct speech)
Sam said he wished he’d worn his coat as he was freezing. (reported speech)
In reported speech 
• there are no speech marks
• the speaker’s exact words are not used
• the tense of the verb has changed.

Learning Objective: to understand the difference between direct and reported speech.

Name: Date:

Match up the pairs of reported speech and direct speech that say the same thing.

Reported Speech Direct Speech
Dad said it was time for bed. “Thank you!” shouted the old lady.
Jen wanted to know if I was hungry. “I had to run faster to win,” said Jim.
They were glad that the weather was fine. “Are you hungry?” asked Jen.
Jim said he’d had to run faster to win. “Time for bed,” said Dad.
Mum told them they’d miss the bus. “We’re glad it’s a fine day,” they said.
The old lady thanked them loudly. “You’ll miss the bus!” said Mum.

Task 1

Put a tick next to the sentences that are reported speech.

1. Mary said, “I’ve finished my homework.”
2. Adam said he was excited because it is his birthday tomorrow.
3. The boy said that it had started to snow.
4. “Can I stay up a bit longer?” pleaded the little boy.
5. Roger told them that he quite understood why they’d made a mistake.
6. The assistant asked if they needed any help.

Task 2

Look at the pairs of sentences below. Compare them and underline the words that 
are different in the sentences with reported speech. The first one is done for you.

1. (A) “The teacher has gone into the classroom,” said Ahmed.
(B) Ahmed said that the teacher had gone into the classroom.

2. (A) “How old are you?” Helen asked Brian.
(B) Helen asked Brian how old he was.

3. (A) The Inspector said, ”You’ve just missed the bus to town.”
(B) The Inspector said that I had just missed the bus to town.

4. (A) “What time is the next bus?” I asked.
(B) I asked what time the next bus would be.

Task 3

Using your reading book, find three short examples of direct speech and change 
them into reported speech. Write them in your book or on the back of this sheet.

Task 4
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Learning Objective: to understand the difference between direct and reported speech.

Name: Date:

Change these sentences to reported speech.

1. “Write these sentences in your Literacy book,” said the teacher.
The teacher said that the pupils were to write the sentences in their Literacy books.
2. “Where have I put my bag?” wondered the old lady.

3. “I’m taking my books back to the library, Mum,” John called out.

4. “Stop thief,” shouted the man, “he’s taken my wallet”.

5. “ When is it time for tea?” Jean asked her Mum.

6. “ I can play in the team tomorrow,” Ellie told her teacher.
____________________________________________________________________
7. “Would you like a drink?” asked Priya.

Task 1

Change these sentences to direct speech. The first one has been done for you.

1. Sam said he was going to bed.
“I am going to bed,” said Sam.
2. Rajeev and Bob told Mrs. Smith they had broken the window.

3. Peter said it was his birthday.

4. The teacher asked if we had finished.

5. Mr. Singh wanted to go on holiday.

6. The headteacher told the class to be quiet.

7. Billy asked his Mum if he could watch T.V.

Task 2

Find three sentences with direct speech in your reading book and change them 
into reported speech.

Task 3

Direct and Reported Speech
Reported speech is the opposite of direct speech. In reported speech the writer is telling 
someone what was said. e.g.  “I wish I’d worn my coat today, I’m freezing,” said Sam. 
(direct speech). Sam said he wished he’d worn his coat as he was freezing. (reported speech)
In reported speech 
• there are no speech marks,
• the speaker’s exact words are not used
• and the tense of the verb has changed.



18 © Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Learning Objective: to use punctuation in more complex sentences to make the meaning clear to the reader.

Name: Date:

Match up the two parts of the sentence and rewrite them putting in the missing comma.

1. Paul headed the ball despite the barking dog.
2. Mum set off for work in a hurry even though I wasn’t very hungry.
3. On November the fifth but couldn’t find the right book.
4. The postman delivered the letter fireworks light the skies.
5. I ate a slice of birthday cake as she was late for her bus.
6. They went to the library when it sailed past the keeper.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Task 1

Rewrite the sentences below, adding a phrase from the box. Don’t forget the commas!

a brilliant netball player snarling with bared teeth creaking and banging

her knee bleeding from a cut afraid of the darkness his face red and angry

tired but happy

1.  Bill finished the race ___________________________________ and won the trophy.

2.  The farmer __________________________ shouted at the boys who broke the fence.

3.  The old bus ______________________________________  groaned its way up the hill.

4.  Jane _________________________________was made captain of the High Five team.

5.  The two children __________________________________ entered the gloomy wood.

6.  A huge dog ______________________________________ guarded the gate at night.

7.  Janet __________________________________ said that she had fallen off her bike.

Task 2

Commas in Complex Sentence
A comma is used to put a short pause between words or groups of words. 
You usually use a comma where you might pause a little if you were speaking. 
Commas are used to divide up longer sentences, separating off 
extra information. 
For example: The cat was snoozing on the bed, a place she loved to be.

When extra information is added into a sentence two commas are needed to separate it from the
main sentence. For example: Mrs White, the science teacher, is our form tutor.
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Learning Objective: to understand the use of the colon.

Name: Date:

Copy out and put a colon into each of these lists.

1. To make a windmill you will need paper, scissors, pins, and a stick.

2. Some oceans are the Pacific, the Atlantic and the Indian Ocean.

3. To make toast you need a toaster, bread, butter and marmalade.

4. At the zoo we saw a monkey, an elephant, a snake and a giraffe.

5. To make a cake you need flour, butter, sugar and eggs.

6. On our journey we passed Birmingham, Stoke and Preston.

7. To make a kite you need paper, string, canes and fabric.

8. The teacher’s present was made by Priya, Sam, Liam and Jenny.

9. To make a puppet you need wood, fabric, string and wool.

10. In my bag I have a ruler, pens, a book and a diary.

Task 1

Look in your reading book or library book for three examples where a colon is used.
Copy them on the lines below.

1. 

2. 

3.

Task 2

The Colon
A colon (:) represents a pause in a sentence, longer than a comma but shorter 
than a full stop. Colons are not followed by a capital letter. A colon can introduce 
a list of items in a set of instructions. For example – 
To build a model periscope you will need: a cardboard tube, two small mirrors, paper 
and sellotape. The colon draws attention to the start of the list and makes the writing clear.
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Speech Marks in Direct Speech
When we write the actual words that someone says we call that direct speech. We use speech
marks to highlight the spoken words. For example:

“Who let the cat out?” asked grandma. 
Jim shouted, “Wasn’t me!”       
“I did,” replied Jane, “because he was scratching the door.”

Learning Objective: to understand how and when to use speech marks in direct speech.

Name: Date:

Underline the actual spoken words in these sentences. The first one has been done for you.

1. “Can I borrow your pencil?” asked Philip.

2. “ Make sure you finish all the sums,” insisted the teacher.

3. “You can go out to play after tea,” promised Mum.

4. Mary asked, “Can I have an ice-cream?”

5. “Please Sir,” shouted the boy, “ she’s copying from me!”

6. “We went to the match on Saturday,” said Dad, “but they lost.”

7. John crept slowly up behind Ted. “Boo!” he shouted.

8. During the T.V. programme Dad asked, “Can you turn the volume up?”

9. “You must get ready for school,” said Mum. “It’s half past eight.”

10. When it started raining Sally said, “I wish I’d worn my coat!”

Underline the spoken words in these jokes and then add the missing speech marks.

1. Doctor, doctor, said the man, I think I’m a pair of curtains.

Pull yourself together man! exclaimed the doctor.

2. I’ve made the chicken soup, said Mum.

That’s a pity, said Dad, I thought it was for us.

3. What do you call a baby whale that’s crying? asked Jake.

A little blubber, replied Sam.

4. Alec asked Jim, what goes up a bell rope wrapped in a paper bag?

I dunno, replied Jim.

The lunchpack of Notre Dame, chuckled Alec.

5. My teacher must love me, said Sarah.

Why? asked Susie.

Because she puts kisses on my sums, answered Sarah.

Task 2

Think of a knock knock joke. Write it in your book remembering to use speech marks 
around the words actually spoken.

Task 3

Task 1
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Direct Speech
Here are some rules to remember about speech marks.
Speech marks are put around the actual words someone is saying.
For example: John said, “I have finished my work.”

Learning Objective: to use the correct conventions for writing direct speech.

Name: Date:

Copy these sentences on the line below adding speech marks.

1. Can I go out to play? asked Jane.

2. Mum said, It’s time to come in for tea. 

3. John asked Fred, Can you come to football practice tonight?

4. Let’s go for a walk, said the two girls.

5. I like strawberry ice-cream best, said Jenny.

6. Hey Peter, said Jim, let’s go and see if Alan can go swimming.

7. If I see anyone, said Tom, shall I tell you?

8. One more word, said his Mum, and you will go straight to bed!

Task 1

Copy out the conversation below putting in the speech marks. 
Remember to start a new line each time a new person speaks.

What do you call the outside of a tree? asked the master.
I don’t know, said Ben.
Bark you silly boy! shouted the master.
Woof woof, replied Ben.

Task 2

How many different ‘speaking words’ can you find such as said or replied. 
Use your dictionary and reading book to help you make a list. Copy them here.

Task 3

Woof,
woof
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Direct Speech
When we write down what someone says, the words they actually say go inside speech marks. 
For example – John said, “I have finished my work.”
When a different person speaks, always remember to start a new line.

Learning Objective: to punctuate direct speech correctly.

Name: Date:

Punctuate this passage putting in the missing speech marks using a red pen or crayon.

Dad, I’ve dropped my 50p in the jar of chocolate spread, said Charlie.
What! exclaimed Dad looking up from his newspaper. You’ve dropped what, where?
I was tossing my 50p in the air and it fell into the jar of chocolate spread. Look,
I think I can fish it out said Charlie. 
Charlie take your hand out of that jar now, shouted Dad,  you’re making a
dreadful mess all over the table! 
My hand won’t come out of the jar! exclaimed Charlie.

In your book write a short telephone conversation between a lady making an 
appointment and the dentist’s receptionist. Remember the rules for setting out speech.

Task 1

Copy out and punctuate this passage. REMEMBER a new line for each new speaker, 
speech marks round the spoken words and the correct punctuation inside the 
speech marks.

Mum, can Tom and I cook the dinner today asked Jill. That would be nice said Mum. I think
we’ll just make some omelettes Jill told Tom. You grate the cheese and I’ll beat the eggs.
Where’s the cheese asked Tom. At the bottom of the shopping bag answered Jill. When all
was ready they sat down to enjoy lunch. What do you think Mum asked Tom.  What have you
put in this omelette Mum exclaimed. Oh dear said Jill I think you grated the soap Tom,
instead of the cheese!

Task 2

Task 3
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Verb Tenses – Present and Past
Remember: We use the present tense to write about things that are happening now. 
For example -  I am writing a story. When we write about things that have already happened we write
in the past tense. For example – I wrote a story yesterday.

Learning Objective: to revise work on verb tenses – present and past.

Name: Date:

Fill in this table, putting in the present and past tense forms of the verbs.Task 1

Underline the verb in each sentence, then rewrite the sentence 
changing the verb to the past tense.

1. Chloe is drawing a picture of her dog.

2. Mum is making the tea earlier today.

3. The family are setting off on holiday.

4. We go into the hall for assembly.

5. We are walking to the field to play football.

6. I am eating a delicious cake.

Task 3

Sometimes the past tense can be formed by putting ‘ed’ onto the end of the 
present tense. For example: look becomes looked. But not always! Put a tick next 
to the verbs in the table where you CANNOT do this.

Task 2

Verb Present Tense Past Tense

To run I am running  or  I run I ran

To sing

To laugh

To paint

To make

To swim

To play

To chase

To talk

To forget

To drive

To freeze
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Verb Tenses – Present, Past and Future
We use the present tense to write about things that are happening now. For example -  I am writing a
story. When we write about things that have already happened we write in the past tense. For
example – I wrote a story yesterday. When we are writing about things that will happen in the future,
we write in the future tense. For example – Tomorrow I will write a story.

Learning Objective: to revise work on verb tenses – present, past and future.

Name: Date:

Cut out these sentences and sort them into past tense, present tense and
future tense. Stick your sentences in a book using the headings Past, Present and Future.

Task

James jumped into the sea. The dog chased the cat. The bell will ring at 3 o’clock.

We are going out to play later. We fed the ducks on the pond. Mum is making a new dress.

The cat is chasing a mouse. We ran to the park to play. I got all my Maths right.

We went to France last year. I will play with you after tea. I will be ten next month.

Are you watching T.V.? I am reading Harry Potter. Mr Jones is driving the bus.

The match is in full swing. Will you come cycling later? The shop will close at 17:30.

“I’ll make the tea, ”said Jim. She’s playing her recorder. They are singing out of tune.

He’s running round the field. She cried when she fell down. Will you please be quiet.

The teacher spoke for ages. Fish are swimming in the pool. It will rain on Saturday.

We will go to bed at 9 o’clock. She wore her best outfit. I am coming inside now.
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Describe these pictures by completing the sentences beneath them. 

ACTIVE VERBS PASSIVE VERBS

1. Mia is _______________ the yellow ball. OR The yellow ball is being __________ by Mia.

2. Jan is ___________________ a picture. OR A picture is being ______________ by Jan.

3. The angler has _____________ this fish. OR This fish has been ___________________

4. A car is _________________________. OR A caravan _________________________

Task 1

Underline each verb in the sentences below. If the verb is ACTIVE, write A at the 
end of the line. If the verb is PASSIVE, write P at the end of the line.

Task 2

Learning Objective: to understand that verbs can be active or passive

Name: Date:

1.  The paintings were hanging on the wall.
2.  Peter was stung by a wasp.
3.  The children ate their sandwiches.
4.  Ann rode a horse.
5.  The clothes had been neatly folded.

6  The clock stopped.
7. The television had been switched off.
8.  The man was taken to hospital.
9.   He is eating his breakfast.
10. The car is being serviced.

Some of these verbs are ACTIVE. Some are PASSIVE. 
Write them in the appropriate box. The first one is done for you.

was ridden rode took were taken swam were eaten ate was thrown
smiled plays was caught laughs was sitting jumps had been painted

Task 3

ACTIVE PASSIVE
Was ridden

Active or Passive Verbs
This picture can be described in two ways.
1) David is riding the red bicycle.    
2) The red bicycle is being ridden by David.
In the first, David is the subject and he is using the bicycle. He is ACTIVE.
In the second, the bicycle is the subject and it is being used. It is PASSIVE.

 



Learning Objective: to understand that verbs can be interrogative.

Name: Date:
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Interrogative Verbs
Interrogative Verbs ask questions. For example: Have you any roller-blades?
In this sentence the verb is asking a question. It is asking for information and it wants an
answer.

You can easily make interrogative verbs by turning statements into questions.
For example:  He was at the match. - becomes - Was he at the match?
All you have to do, to turn the statement into a question, is put the verb at the beginning.

Underline the Interrogative Verb in each of these questions.

1. Are you hurt? 2. Did they win?
3. Is that difficult? 4. Can you swim?
5. Is exercise good for you? 6. Have I passed my test?
7. Are you in the team? 8. Does he like reading?
9. Was your TV made in Japan? 10. Shall we meet?

Choose one of these Interrogative Verbs to complete the question.

1. _______ you sure? 2. _______ you got it? 3. _________ you do it?

4. ______ you there? 5. _______ it work? 6. _________  I believe you?

7. ________ it true? 8. _______ they belong here? 9. _________ it smell?

Task 2

Task 1

Turn these statements into questions. Remember to use a question mark each time.

1. The room will be clean.

2. The paramedic did come. 

3. The Euro is a foreign currency. 

4. It does matter.

5. The toaster was made in Taiwan.

6. I can have a dog.

7. Crimson is a shade of red. 

8. The door was open.

9. You were riding a horse. 

10. The soldier was wounded. 

11. I shall speak to him. 

12. The squirrel was searching for nuts. 

Task 3

Is Did Have Are Do Can Will Does Were
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Join these imperative verbs to the rest of the order / command / request.

Learning Objective: to recognise and use imperative verbs.

Name: Date:

Imperative Verbs
Imperative verbs tell you what you must do. They give orders and commands. 
For example: Go away!.

Write an Imperative Verb under each of these pictures. 
Remember to use an exclamation mark each time.

Task 1

Task 3

Go here immediately!
Hurry it to me!

Sit away!
Come down!
Listen that noise!
Stop up!
Show to me!

1)   Catch! 2) 3)

4)   5) 6) 7)

Write what have you noticed about the position of the Imperative Verbs?

They are all 

Task 2

Where might you see these Imperatives?Task 4

1. Queue this side. 

3. Give way!

5. Do not exceed the stated dose.

7. Do not feed the animals! 

9.Beware of the dog! 

2.Wash dark colours separately.

4. Mix the ingredients in a bowl.

6. Deal seven cards to each player.

8. Keep Left!

10. No Smoking!
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1st, 2nd and 3rd Person Verb Forms
There are three persons. 1st person speaks about himself/herself  . . . . . . . . . . .I am

2nd person is the person who is being spoken to  . . . .You are
3rd person is the person who is being talked about  . . .He is. They are.

The verb forms are different for each person: I am. You are. He is. They are.

Learning Objective: to be able to transform 1st, 2nd and 3rd person.

Name: Date:

Complete the table below.

Someone else is talking about me. It is reported speech in 3rd person singular.
“He was throwing a ball for his dog to catch.”

1. Pretend that you are telling your friend what you were doing in the park.
Complete the sentence below in 1st person singular.

I was

2. Pretend that your teacher is telling you what she saw you doing in the park.
Complete the sentence below in 2nd person singular.

You

Task 2

In this sentence I am being told what to do. It is written in 2nd person singular."You 
are visiting your grandma this weekend so you must pack everything you will need."

1. Pretend that your mother is telling you what everyone in your family must do. Complete the
sentence below in 1st person plural.

We

2. Pretend that you are talking about your cousins in a letter to your penfriend in Germany.
Complete the sentence below in 3rd person plural.

They are

Task 3

Task 1

1st Person Singular (I) 2nd Person Singular (you) 3rd Person Singular (he, she, it)

I eat You eat He/she/it eats

I sit

You march

He goes

1st Person Plural (we) 2nd Person Plural (you) 3rd Person Plural (they)

We eat You eat They eat

We have

They catch
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Learning Objective: to identify the imperative form in instructional writing.

Name: Date:

Read through the instructions carefully. 
1.  Underline the imperative verbs in red.
2.  What tense are they in? ___________________________
3.  Where are these verbs in each sentence? ________________________________
4.  Which section of the instructions did the writer put first? ________________________
5.  Could it be put anywhere else in the passage? Why not?

6.  Why do you think it might be important to number these kinds of instructions?

Task 1

Here is a simple recipe for toast that has got muddled up. Use the example to help 
you write it out correctly beginning each instruction with an imperative verb. 
Write these instructions in your book.

You can put marmalade or jam on it if you want.

Then insert the bread in the toaster.

You need an electric toaster.

Butter the toast.

First cut some bread and turn on the toaster.

When the bread pops up remove it.

Put the toast on a plate.

Task 2

Imperative Form in Instructional Writing
Instructional texts tell us how something is done. They are usually written in the present tense.
They can be in the form of a numbered list or in bullet points. Each sentence often begins with an
imperative verb. Sentences are clear and short. The instructions are in the correct order, a logical
sequence. Diagrams, or illustrations are often included. 

Instructions for boiling an egg.
You will need: an egg, a small pan, cold water, a cooker, a timer, a dessert spoon and an egg cup.
Method

1. Place the egg carefully into the pan.

2. Pour in water, enough to just cover the egg. 

3. Put the pan onto the cooker and turn on the heat to the highest setting till the water boils.

4. Turn down the heat so that the water is bubbling gently.

5. Set the timer for the egg boiling; 4 minutes for a soft egg, 10 minutes for a harder egg.

6. Turn off the heat when the timer rings.

7. Lift the egg from the pan with a dessert spoon and place it in the egg-cup.

Remember; 
A title, a list of what you need,

numbers or bullet points,

instructions in the correct

order and each one beginning

with an imperative verb.
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Learning Objective: to identify the past tense in recounts.

Name: Date:

Read this recount of the preparation for a school concert. 

1.  Underline all the verbs in blue and write what tense are they in. 

2. Go through each sentence and underline in red the main points. 

3. On a separate sheet, list the main points in the order that they took place.

The Making of a Year 6 Production.

The Year 6 teachers at Chestnut Lane Primary decided to write a play. They discussed this

with the children who thought it was a great idea. They explained how the story divided up

into scenes, identified the characters they needed and thought about the parts of the story

that were suitable for a song. Some children worked on the script with a teacher, and

another teacher created several songs. Auditions were held to see which parts children

would take. Scripts were given out and the children learnt their words. Rehearsals began in

the classroom. The choir practised too.

Another teacher organised the scenery and some children painted it. Other staff sewed

costumes, some children designed and produced posters and the school secretary organised

ticket sales. Children learnt their lines by heart. It was hard work but it was also a lot of fun.

Finally they performed a dress rehearsal for the children in school.

The big night arrived when Mums, Dads, relatives and friends came to watch. Everyone was

nervous, but acted their parts very well. It was a huge success and the audience cheered and

clapped. Everyone had worked hard and learnt a lot.

Task 1

Write a recount of one of the following.

your last holiday         a school trip          a birthday party

Task 2

Past Tense in Recounts
A recount text tells us about an event or something that has already happened.
•  It is usually written in the past tense.
•  The events are retold in the order in which they happened.
•  It can be about something that has happened that was real or imaginary.
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Learning Objective: to understand that re-ordering the words of a simple sentence can change emphasis,

create questions and give commands.

Name: Date:

Re-arrange these words to make a statement.  Begin with the subject.
Remember to use a full stop.   The first one is done for you.

1.

2.

3.

Task 1

Underline the subject in each of these questions. Rewrite each question as a 
statement by putting the subject first, as before. Remember to use a full stop.  
The first one is done for you.

1. Question: Must I have my hair cut? 2. Question: Will Jade sing a song?

Statement: I must have my hair cut. Statement: 

3. Question: Can I mow the lawn? 4. Question: Has Kevin got a cold?

Statement: Statement:

5. Question: Can you come to tea? 6. Question: Were you asleep?

Statement: Statement:

Task 2

Must I go to bed ? .

I must go to bed . ?

Can I have a bath ? .

?

Did you call a taxi ? .

?

On a separate sheet, write a statement for each of these questions.  
Begin with the subject and end with a full stop.

1. Can you make the sandwiches? 2. Will we be going to Spain? 3. Can Danny come too?
4. Must you go home now? 5. Is that wasp bothering you? 6. Can’t you read?
7. Has Gemma got a headache? 8. Has Dad read the instructions? 9. Is that my cup?
10. Don’t you like strawberries? 11. Did Nathan go swimming? 12. Have they gone?

Task 3

Playing with Words(1)
You can turn a question into a statement just by rearranging the order of the 
words and adding a full stop. For example: Can you do it ? You can do it.
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Playing with Words (2)
Making an order from a statement is as easy as a, b, c. 
a) Find the actual words that were spoken. 
b) Make sure the verb is in the present tense. (Imperatives are always in the present because they

are telling you what to do now.) 
c) Write the verb first followed by the rest of the command. (Remember to end with an

exclamation mark( ! ) and enclose it all within speech marks( "------" ).
For example: You must wipe your feet on the mat.  "Wipe your feet on the mat!"

Learning Objective: to understand that re-ordering the words of a simple sentence can change emphasis, create questions
and give commands.

Name: Date:

Make orders from these statements. Remember to begin with the 
spoken verbs in the present tense and to use an exclamation 
mark and speech marks. The first one is done for you.

1. Mum said Joe must wait here. “Wait here Joe !”

2. The teacher told Pat to sing loudly.

3. The librarian told the children to be quiet.

4. Dad told the twins to tidy up.

5. Mrs Jones was calling for a nurse.

6. Jim ordered Bob to run in the relay race.

7. The swimming teacher told Anna to get out of the water.

8. The Doctor told Mr Singh to stay in bed.

Task 1

Imagine you are a teacher. Write down six instructions you might give to your pupils.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Task 2
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Rewrite these sentences so that the subject and verb agree.

1. The children is playing rounders on the field.

2. I likes reading adventure books.

3. Emma and I goes to the library every Saturday.

4. Jim takes the dog for a walk yesterday.

5. Vicky give her friend some of her sweets.

6. The boys was racing round wildly on their bikes.

7. John were upset when he couldn’t play out.

8. Ann told Rachel, “I seen a good film on T.V. last night.” 

Task 1

Find a subject for each of the sentences below making 

sure that the verb and subject agree.

was a winner in the spelling quiz.

was glad to hear the playtime bell.

was stuck up the tree.

came to tell us about safety in the home.

were racing their remote controlled cars.

was a superb gymnast.

are going to Spain for their holidays.

Task 2
In your book write
six sentences
beginning with
these subjects.
Make sure that
your subject and
verb agree. 

The nurse... 

Farmer Brown...

The footballer...

The witch...

Felix the cat...

The swimmer...

Task 3

Agreement of Subject and Verb
A verb must always agree with the subject of the sentence. For example:
We plays football at playtime. (is wrong) We play football at playtime. (is correct)
We was playing football at playtime. (is wrong) We were playing football at playtime. (is correct)

Learning Objective: to consolidate conventions of standard English - ensure agreement between subject and verb.

Name: Date:
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Learning Objective: to consolidate conventions of standard English and ensure consistency of tense and subject.

Name: Date:

Rewrite these sentences so that the subject and 
tense of the verb agree.

1. The boys are playing in a football match yesterday.

2. Karen is going to the cinema last week.

3. The girls are enjoying dancing when they go on holiday.

4. The fire crew fight a blaze yesterday at the shopping centre.

5. Last month Mum makes chocolate cake for my birthday tea. 

6. The teacher said that tomorrow we painted some portraits.

7. Next week I ran in the school cross country team.

8.  Today there was a sale and I get some new trainers. 

Task 1

In your book, rewrite this message in the past tense starting with –Yesterday  I ... 
Then write it again in the future tense starting with Tomorrow I….

I get up at 8:00 and have a wash and  clean my teeth before I go downstairs to have my
breakfast. I have cereal and milk, followed by a piece of toast. I collect my things together
for school and set off about 8:30. I call for my friend Rob who lives two doors away and we
walk to the shop. I sometimes buy a comic or some football cards, Rob supports Man U but I
support Chelsea. We get to school at about quarter to nine and meet up with our other
friends and discuss T.V. programmes or have a game of tig, something like that until the bell
rings.

Task 2

Agreement of Verb Tense and Subject
REMEMBER – The tense of the verb tells us when something is happening.

Past Yesterday I played out.

Present Today I play out.

Future Tomorrow I will play out.
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Double Negatives
Negative sentences contain words such as no, not, nobody, nothing, never, nowhere no-one 

We do not put two negative words in a simple sentence. For example: 

Nobody did nothing wrong! should read  Nobody did anything wrong!

Some verbs are negative when they have n’t (not) on the end.

e.g. don’t, won’t, can’t, haven’t, weren’t, wasn’t.

Learning Objective: to consolidate conventions of standard English and ensure avoidance of double negatives.

Name: Date:

These sentences have double negatives in them. Underline the 
negative words then change one of them so that the sentence is correct.

1. I didn’t go nowhere in the holidays.

I didn’t go anywhere during the holidays.

2. Marie doesn’t know nothing about football!

3. The class didn’t take no notice of the noisy children outside.

4. Joy told her Mum that she didn’t have no PE kit for school.

5. The boy said he never saw nobody when the robbery took place. 

6. The teacher couldn’t find the board rubber nowhere.

Task 1

This poster has some double negatives. Rewrite the poster correctly in the box below.Task 2

WANT TO GET FIT?
Come to FITGYM

• Don’t need no fancy clothes at FITGYM!

• Don’t need no super trainers at FITGYM!

• You’ll feel full of vim at FITGYM!

• Nothing don’t work as fast as FITGYM!

• No-one has no worries with FITGYM!

• You won’t never say you’re feeling bad at

FITGYM!

WANT TO GET FIT?
Come to FITGYM



Learning Objective: to avoid the use of  non-standard dialect words.

Name: Date:
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Writing in Standard English
What people say is not always what they mean. 
For example: He goes,"Give it here." .......really means....... He said,"Give it to me."

Draw a line from each snippet of conversation to its real meaning.Task 1

1. "You and me are friends."

2. "I was sat over there."

3. "Was you looking?"

4. "I was laying on my bed."

5. "Tom laid on the floor."

6. "It weren't me."

7. "Sarah dove into the pool."

8. "There’s only three days to Christmas."

9. "He ain't in at the moment."

10. "That’s well good."

"There are only three days to Christmas."

"You and I are friends."

"I was sitting over there."

"He isn't in at the moment."

"I was lying on my bed."

"Were you looking?"

"It wasn't me."

"Sarah dived into the pool."

"Tom lay on the floor."

"That's very good."

Write down what you think each of these really means.Task 2

1. "That ain't right."

3."What do you wanna do?"

5. "I’m gonna go now."

7. "We was all to blame."

2. "Come quick!"

4. "I never seen yer."

6. "I would of done it."

8. "Can I lend your pencil?"

In your book, rewrite this story in Standard English, so that whoever reads it will 
know exactly what the lady meant when she was chatting to her friend:

"We was in the chip shop right when Jason says to me, 'It ain't half hot in 'ere.' I says, 'You will
be 'cos you’re wearing yer new coat.' 'Yeah, I know,' 'e says,'but it's cold outside init?' I done
him a good turn buying 'im that coat. I seen it in a sale last week and it were much more
cheaper."

Task 3
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Informal and Formal Styles of Writing
We write in different ways for different readers, by changing the writing style and the vocabulary.
e.g How do you do?  Hiya   Hello    Hi !    are all different ways of greeting different sorts of people.

Learning Objective: to adapt writing for different audiences or purposes.

Name: Date:

These phrases come from letters, one formal and the other informal. Match up the 
phrases from those written in a formal style with those written in an informal style.

Task 1

Formal Informal

Dear Miss Smith, Get in touch soon.

I wish to inform you…… I got your letter………

Please contact me forthwith. I’m sorry to say that

I am in receipt of your letter……. Will you think about…….

I regret to inform you…….. I want to tell you…..

Please consider this request……… Hi Julie,

Here are two invitations, one formal and one informal. Complete the informal one below.Task 2

Write a formal invitation for your best friend to your birthday party. Task 3

Miss M Jones requests the pleasure of
Miss J Brown’s attendance

at a celebration to mark her 11th birthday,
To be held at 12 Ridge Road, Upham,

commencing at 4.00 p.m.
on May 6th 2006.

RSVP

Mr and Mrs S White request the pleasure
of the company of Mr and Mrs R Green,

at a barbecue on Sunday 11th June 2006,
to mark the occasion of moving 

to their new home at 
61 Moor Drive, Ponton, commencing at 

4.00 p.m. The party will take place indoors
if weather is inclement.  

RSVP 

Dear Bob and Jane,

Dear Julie,
Please come to my birthday party on
Thursday, 6th May. It’s at my house starting
at 4.00 o’clock.
Let me know if you can come,
love Marie
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Complete the following : (Remember to begin each proper noun with a CAPITAL LETTER.)

Your name and address 

Task 2

Proper Nouns
A proper noun is also a naming word. It is the actual name for a particular/special/unique person or
place or thing. Because it is special it begins with a CAPITAL LETTER. 
For example: Harry, Edinburgh, Australia, Sunday, Buckingham Palace, Eiffel Tower, Tesco,
Peugeot, February, Downing Street, Smarties, Yorkshire. These are called proper nouns.

Learning Objective: to revise the different kinds of noun.

Name: Date:

Write the names of four common nouns you might see in each of the following places.Task 1

in a shop
1.
2.
3.
4.

at home
1.
2.
3.
4.

in school
1.
2.
3.
4.

on a farm
1.
2.
3.
4.

at the seaside
1.
2.
3.
4.

Your best friend

Your school 

Today is

Next month is 

A country 

Your favourite book

A shop

Your favourite sweet 

An ocean or sea

A newspaper

a l o n d o n s n a i l

u s g n c j m m a n s t

s j u t u u a t z p t h

t z h n p l r y r x e a

r m a y d y s w f a a m

a a s d a a r o m e m e

l p e t e r y d r u m s

i s i l e n t n i g h t

a n c o r n f l a k e s

d e q c f r i d a y t w

o s a u c e r y f o o d

g t v p z b o t t l e x

Task 3

common nouns proper nouns
(Remember to use a

capital letter for these)

Find all the nouns in this wordsearch and list them in the appropriate columns.

Common Nouns
A noun is a naming word. Everything has a name. This helps us to talk and 
write about it. For example:house, book, cat, ship, water, soil, leaf.
As these are just ordinary names for ordinary things, they are called common nouns.
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Learning Objective: to revise the different kinds of noun.

Name: Date:

To what do these collective nouns refer? 
Link each collective noun to its correct partner with a line.

Task 1

1. a library of bees
2. a peal of lions
3. a class of birds
4. a pride of books
5. a flock of pupils
6. a shoal of bells
7. a swarm of fish

8. a litter of musicians
9. a band of islands
10. a flight of steps / swallows
11. a plague of locusts / insects
12. a group of chicks
13. a brood of grass
14. a tuft of kittens

Complete each of the following sentences with the correct group noun. 
The first one is done for you.

1. Carrots, peas and cabbage are   Vegetables  2. Cats, dogs and rabbits are all __________

3. Europe, Asia and Africa are ___________ 4. Harps and oboes are ________________

5. Red, blue and yellow are _____________ 6. Corgi, spaniel and hound are ___________

7. Hammer, saw and chisel are __________ 8. Seven, one and three are _____________

Task 2

Underline all the abstract nouns below: (all the things you cannot touch or see).

goodness gentleness rock tenderness bus key patience wish

ticket tiger thoughtfulness Monday compassion spoon sympathy chair

loneliness anger opportunity shoes grass door truth peace

pencil opinion book table mood argument fruit shyness

box  television failure sensitivity kindness July admiration piano

Task 3

Group Nouns
A group noun classifies a variety of similar things. For example: animals, seasons, liquids, tools,
countries, currencies, colours.

Abstract Nouns
An abstract noun names a thought or a feeling that you cannot physically touch or see. 
Abstract nouns are very important in stories. They help you to develop your characters more deeply.
Some examples are: sadness, excitement, friendship, affection.

Collective Nouns
A collective noun is a name which refers to a large collection of one thing.
For example:herd, fleet, library, bunch, flock, class, litter, swarm.
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Pronouns
Pronouns are small words which can take the place of nouns.They can avoid 
repetition. 

Learning Objective: to revise the function of pronouns.

Name: Date:

Complete the sentences below using the correct personal pronouns:

1. My name is Tamsyn. _____ am nine years old. 8. "That is my book. Give it to ______."
2. Your hands are dirty. _____ must wash them. 9. "You are my friend. I like ________."
3. Dad is very tired. ______ needs his sleep. 10. "This card is for Dan. I'll post it to ______."
4. Donna is ill. _______ has the measles. 11. "She might come with us if you ask ______."
5. The mouse has gone. ______ has escaped. 12. "This is your lunch. Take _____ to school."
6. Tom and I are shivering. ______ are cold. 13. We shared the cake between ________.
7. All of _______ can come to the party. 14. "Thank ____very much, ladies and gentlemen."

Task 1

Rewrite these sentences, using pronouns in place of the words underlined, to avoid repetition:

1. The doctor said that the doctor would write me a prescription.

2. Edward's mother told Edward to tuck in his shirt.

3. The teacher asked the children to see him when the children had finished.

4. Debbie said that Debbie would be going to London with Debbie's friend.

Task 2

Underline all the possessive pronouns you can find in this passage:

My name is Jonathan and I am ten. I have a twin sister called Kate and our birthday is 12th
August. We always argue about it: I say it is mine and she says it is hers. 
Our Mum says, "Be quiet! Why must you always argue about your birthday? It is yours together."
This year we are having separate parties. Kate and her friends are going to Blackpool. Their treat
is a day out at the Pleasure Beach. My friends and I are going to the Ice Rink at Blackburn.
Yesterday I overheard Kate saying,"His treat isn't as good as ours." I don't care. I think our
treat is better than theirs.

Personal Pronouns
Subject

I  you  he  she  it  we  you(pl.)  they
Object

me  you  him  her  it  us  you(pl.)  them

Possessive Pronouns
Subject

my  your  his  her  its  our  your(pl.)  their
Object

mine  yours  his  hers  its  ours  yours(pl.)  theirs

Possessive pronouns also take the place of nouns. They tell you to whom things belong.

Task 3
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Learning Objective: to be able to identify and use pronouns.

Name: Date:

See if you can fill in the missing words in this passage. They are all pronouns.

I must tell _______ what happened on Sunday. _______ was a sunny day and I was at the

beach with Grandma and Grandad. Each of _______ had an ice-cream and _______ were

watching the seagulls flying above _______.  _______ were making a lot of noise. Suddenly,

one of _______ swooped down low towards a little boy and snatched the sandwich _______

was eating out of _______ hand. _______ rushed over to _______ to make sure _______

was all right. The little boy was crying because the bird had really frightened _______ and

also because _______ had taken _______ sandwich. Thankfully the little boy was unhurt.

How many PRONOUNS can you find in this wordsearch? When you find a
PRONOUN. Put a ring around the letters and then tick the lists at the side.

Task 2

Task 1

p t h e i r t h e y

u s a h i m d x i b

c y s o z h e r t g

m o h u y o u c s a

y u e r b i t h e m

n r l m e t k w e h

d f h i s v l d h e

I

you

he

she

it

we

me

him

her

us

them

they

my

your

his

its

our

their

You are talking about yourself. Fill in the missing pronouns.

“Look at _____ hair and these hands of ________.      ________ must clean ________ up
for the Disco.  ________ hands are dirty and ________ hair is a mess.”

Task 3

If it was your mother who was speaking about you, what would she say? 

“Look at 

Task 4

Pronouns
Pronouns are small words that you can use instead of names of 
people, places or things. They make it possible for you to avoid repeating the 
same name again and again which would sound very awkward. 
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Agreement Between Nouns, Pronouns and Verbs
When you are writing a sentence all the words must agree. 
A singular noun (or singular pronoun) must have a singular verb. For example: The dog wags its
tail. A plural noun (or plural pronoun) must have a plural verb. For example: The dogs wag their tails.

Learning Objective: to revise agreement between nouns, pronouns and verbs.

Name: Date:

Circle the correct verb form in each of the following sentences 

1. I am/are ten years old. 2. They like/likes football.

3. Is/Are you playing ? 4. Whales is/are mammals.

5. Patrick sit/sits here. 6. The train was/were late.

7. The team is/are excited. 8. We has/have sandwiches. 

9. Everyone is/are in trouble. 10. That was / were fun!

Task 1

Complete these sentences with the correct verb form:

1. I _____ playing with him yesterday. 2. _____ you staying for tea?

3. The paperboy _____ here now. 4. _____ that you making that noise?

5. _____ you there when I called yesterday? 6. Look, it _____ snowing.

Task 2

Rewrite these sentences and make them singular: The first one is done for you.Task 3

How many more ways are there to Paris? Connect the stations on each route,
making sure they are a good match for each other

Task 4

At the moment I am on my

it is its

he are his

she was her

we were our

you your

they their

way to Paris.

1. The mice have been caught.

The mouse has been caught.

2. The sweets were wrapped.

The

3. The windows were open.

4. These plants do flower.

5. The ladies take their exercise.

6. The pigs are in their pen.
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Learning Objective: to explore words with ambiguities of meaning.

Name: Date:

Match up the homonyms in these sentences and underline the homonyms.

Do you want a polo mint? Our dog’s bark is worse than his bite.

A gram is a very light weight. There’s an Egyptian Mummy in the museum.

Bark was peeling off the tree trunk. Leaves fall off trees in Autumn.

Let’s pull this Christmas cracker. Telling a lie is wrong.

Stick the stamps on the parcel. You write the date on a letter.

I would like to eat a date. Money is made at the Royal Mint.

My Mummy goes to work. Turn on the light please.

She leaves for school at 8 o’clock. I’d like cheese on this cracker please.

Lie down and go to sleep. He hit the ball with a hockey stick.

Some homonyms can be used as a noun or a verb. Write an example of the

use of each homonym in both columns. Use your dictionary to help you.
Task 2

Task 1

Use your dictionary or your reading book and try to find 6 more words that are 
homonyms.

Task 4

Make up pairs of sentences using these homonyms. Remember to make the homonym 
have a different meaning in each sentence. You could write your sentences on the back of 
the sheet.

bank,    tank,     bulb,     match,     trunk,    fair.

Task 3

homonym Used as a noun Used as a verb
watch used to tell the time to observe
swallow
race
wave
coach
ring
train
lift

Homonyms
Some words sound the same as other words, have the same 
spelling but have a different meaning. 
For example - light – helps us to see          light – not very heavy
These words are called homonyms and they can lead to 
confusion. Their meaning can be ambiguous – not clear.
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Learning Objective: to explore ambiguities arising from the use of homonyms and sentence contraction.

Name: Date:

These words have more than one meaning. Write two short sentences 
for each word (there are ideas to help you).

ruler the Queen 

Measure with it

ring use a ‘phone

jewellery

fire burning

use a weapon

bulb gives light

flowers

Rewrite these sentences so that the meaning is not ambiguous.

1 He observed the stars in his attic with his new telescope.

2 Jason was whizzing his bag around his head and lost it over the wall.

3 Wanted: hutch for a rabbit preferably wooden.

4 Year 4 are making mince pies with Year 5 this term.

5 Children must not eat their lunch in the classroom, only the teacher.

6 Boys like football more than girls.

Task 2

Task 1

In your book, rewrite these headlines so that the meaning is clear.Task 3

Dog Trial
Tomorrow

Is a dog being
taken to court?    

New baby changing room
in shopping centre

Can you
exchange
your baby

here?

Horse Jumpers
win Gold Are the horses

good at knitting? 

POLICE TRAP THIEF
WITH LOOT Who had

the loot?

BOY SAVES CHILD
WITH DOG

Who had the dog? The
boy or the child? 

MAYOR OPENS NEW
TOWN HALL WITH

GRAND BALL
Couldn’t he have just

used his key?

Ambiguity – Making Your Meaning Clear
When we write something that does not make the meaning clear we say it is ambiguous.
For example – The old house was built roughly in 1770. This could mean the house was not
built well or, it could mean the construction took place round about 1770.
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Combining Two or More Sentences
Two or more sentences can often be joined together simply by using a connective.

Learning Objective: to construct sentences in different ways, while retaining meaning - combining two or more sentences.

Name: Date:

Choose one of these connectives to join the sentences below:

1. We took our dog to the vet. It was limping.

2. The match was abandoned. We went home.

3. Shall I get you some orange? Would you prefer lemonade?

4. The actor forgot his lines. He was nervous.

5. Alan's boots are clean. Yours are muddy.

6. He didn't win his race. He tried very hard.

Cross out any repetition and write one new sentence containing all the

essential information. You will need at least one connective. The first one is done for you.

1. The lion is a ferocious wild animal. The tiger is a ferocious wild animal.

The lion and the tiger are ferocious wild animals.

2. The violin is a stringed instrument. The guitar is a stringed instrument.

3. The postman delivered a letter to our house. The postman delivered a parcel to our house.

4. The gardener trimmed the hedge. He cut the grass. He raked up the fallen leaves.

5. My dog brought me his lead. He looked at me. He wanted to go for a walk.

6. I like fruit and vegetables. My brother doesn’t like fruit and vegetables.

Task 2

Task 1
because

or   so   but
though

because

When you are joining sentences together you can sometimes leave out words which

would just be repetition. You can do this without losing any of the meaning. 

For example: The panther was big. It was black. It was menacing.

The panther was big. It was black. It was menacing.

The panther was big, black and menacing.
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Re-ordering Two or More Sentences
You can often say the same thing in different ways when you are writing a story.

Learning Objective: to construct sentences in different ways, while retaining meaning - re-ordering two or more sentences.

Name: Date:

Combine these short sentences into one long sentence. 
Firstly, underline the important facts in each short sentence. 
Then, use these facts to complete the sentences which have 
been started for you. You may need a connective to help you.

1. There are my keys. They are lying on the table. 

My keys are there, lying

There they are, 

There, lying on the table, 

2. Are you going swimming today? If so, I'd like to come.

If you are

I'd like to come if 

3. My birthday is on Saturday. I'm having a party. 

My birthday party is

I'm having 

On Saturday

4. There was an owl in our garden last night. It was sitting on the fence.

Last night, in our garden, 

In our garden, last night,

Sitting on the fence in our garden,

Task 1

Challenge! Cut out these tiles and arrange them into as many different sentences 
as you can. Write down all the sentences you make so that we can check them 
and find out who made the most.

Task 2

here is my room it

is next to the bathroom



Learning Objective: to construct sentences in different ways, while retaining meaning, through writing them in more 
telegraphic ways - newspaper headlines.

Name: Date:
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Newspaper Headlines
Newspaper headlines capture the essence of a story in as few words as possible. 
For example: Litter alive! 
Earlier today, when local refuse workers reported for duty, they were surprised to 
find that a cat had given birth to eight kittens in the back of a dustbin lorry.

Be a newspaper editor today and write a snappy headline above 
each of these news stories:

1. 
A monster cake has been baked for Mrs Betty Cook who is celebrating her 90th birthday
today.

2. 
A chip shop in Scrapton has been closed down because it was found to be dirty and unhygienic.

3. 
A man fell from scaffolding he was erecting round the steeple of Salisbury Cathedral today
and miraculously escaped with only cuts and bruising. His fall was broken by the shrubs and
trees below.

4. 
Members of the cast of Cinderella were in tears today when they learned that after months
of hard work and rehearsals their show had had to be cancelled due to the theatre being
declared unsafe.

5. 
Andy Rapper, 10, who is a pupil at Burney Rd C.P.School was last night dreaming of the day he
will visit the Rowntree sweet factory in York after scooping first prize in a competition
organised by the school's P.T.A.

6. 
A large beech tree demolished part of a family home in Ormskirk yesterday when it fell and
crashed through the bedroom and lounge during yesterday's gales.

7. 
Many popular artists of film and T.V. fame today took part in a fund-raising concert for
victims of the recent earthquake in South East Asia.

Task 1

Challenge! Find and cut out, a real newspaper article of your choice. 
Give it a new headline.

Task 2
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Insert a subordinate clause from the box into the sentences below.

1. After school, , we played out.

2. The Art teacher, , put up a display.

3. The team, , came first in the league.

4. The Smiths went to Cardiff, , for their holidays.

5. I phoned the Police, , to report a theft.

6. The band, , came onto the stage.

7. To get away from the dog, ,Amy ran into the house.

Clauses Within Sentences
This sentence contains a main clause and a subordinate clause.
The dog ate the biscuits when he was in the kitchen.
The dog, when he was in the kitchen, ate the biscuits.
In the second sentence the subordinate clause is inside the 
main clause – notice the commas!

Learning Objective: to use commas to embed clauses in complex sentences.

Name: Date:

The commas have been missed out of these sentences. Put them in correctly.

1. The  lady  next  door  who  is  a  librarian  has  a  large  collection  of  history  books.
2. At  the  end  of  playtime  when  the  bell  rings  we  line  up.
3. Mr  Smith  who  used  to  be  a  postman   runs  the  newsagents  now.
4. The  path  to  school  which  runs  across  the  fields  is  very  muddy  after  the  rain.
5. The  little  girl  who  was  playing  with  her  sister  fell  off  the  swing.
6. The  children  after  wrapping  the  parcel  hurried  off  to  the  party. 

Task 3

Task 1

who was a brilliant painter after a tough match which was barking loudly

which is in Wales when we’d done our homework which has a best selling single

when I’d searched the house

Try putting your own subordinate clauses into these sentences.

1. Jean and Pam, , got top marks in the test.

2. The team’s goalkeeper, , roared loudly.

3. Mum’s chocolate cake, , was delicious.

4. John went to the cupboard, ,to get a biscuit.     

5. The huge tabby-cat, , chased the little dog.

Task 2



© Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.                49

Using Pronouns
When you use a pronoun it must be clear to what or to whom you are referring.
For example: "Mum said she was going home." means, "Mum said Mum was going home." Clearly,
'she' refers to 'Mum'. The first sentence sounds better because there is no repetition of the word mum.

Learning Objective: to ensure that, in using pronouns, it is clear to what or to whom they refer.

Name: Date:

Read this passage twice. Decide to whom or to what the pronouns refer. Then, 
link each pronoun to one of the boxes below. The last one is done for you. 

Sam had almost forgotten that the test results were still to come, but come they did.  To their great

surprise, both he and Jess passed with good marks; Megan, of course, came top of the year.

Even Ben scraped through, his good science mark making up for his poor numeracy one.  They

had thought that Liam, who was as brilliant at art as he was at P.E., might have struggled, but he

had passed, too. 

Task 1

Draw a line from each pronoun to show which box it comes from. Two are done for you.Task 3

Liam Sam Liam

the test results Sam and Jess

Sam and Jess

Ben's

Decide to whom or to what the pronouns refer and then divide each of these 

long sentences into short sentences. The first one is done for you.

1. The vet looked at the cat and she decided to give it an injection.

The vet looked at the cat.  The vet decided to give the cat an injection.

2. Jenny was searching for her ruler but she could not find it anywhere.

Jenny was searching for her ruler. 

3. Cameron looked at his brother Simon,who was watching him throw the dice.

Cameron looked at his brother Simon.  

4. The rabbits were kept in a cage although they were allowed out of it on sunny days.

The rabbits were kept in a cage.

Task 2

I him mine we us our theirs he

it their you they me her them my
Personal
Pronouns

Possessive
Pronouns

mark

Ben's
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Agreement Between Subject and Verb
Every sentence must have a subject and verb. These must agree.
For example: ‘He is a good boy.’ not ‘He are a good boy.’

Learning Objective: to understand the need for agreement in between subject and verb in sentences.

Name: Date:

Choose one of the verbs from the box on the right to complete these sentences.Task 1

Make up two sentences of your own which show correct agreement of subject and verb.Task 3

1. there a box for this jigsaw?

2. there been a rise in the temperature?

3. there any gloves in the drawer?

4. there a computer fifty years ago?

5. there anyone at home?

6. there any books in the box?

7. there been any birds in the nesting box?

8. there a storm yesterday?

The verbs and subjects in these sentences do not agree. 
Write them correctly on the line below.

Task 2

1. We was playing football.

2. They has a new baby.

3. He were going by train.

4. I has four cats.

5. We is in the play.

6. They was not at home.

7. You has a kitten.

8. She were not at school.

Singular Plural
is are

was were
has have
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Keeping Verb Tenses the Same in Writing
It is important when we are writing, to make sure that we keep to the same tense all the way through. If we
are writing a story it will often be in the past tense, so it is important that all the verbs are in the past tense.

Learning Objective: to understand that there should be consistency of tense and subject.

Name: Date:

Re-write the story on the lines below keeping all the verbs in the past tense.

We see a light shining by the cave. We pick our way down the path towards it.

We slipped and fall as we catch our legs on the brambles. There is no

moon but as we got nearer to the cave we see two men.  They are

loading boxes into the cave from a van. “What are they doing?” we

wonder. The cave is soon full of boxes. Suddenly we realise that

these were stolen computers.

Task 1

Write a short paragraph about what you would like to do when you are grown up.
Write it all in the future tense.

Task 2
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Double Negatives
If you want a sentence to have a negative meaning, it is a mistake to put two negatives in it.
For example – Do not say “He didn’t want nothing.” Instead say “He didn’t want anything.”

Learning Objective: to understand that the use of double negatives is incorrect.

Name: Date:

Make each of these sentences have a negative meaning by choosing a word from 
List 1 OR List 2. The first one is done for you.

1. He gave me    nothing  . 2. He didn’t give me ____________.

3. She couldn’t see ____________. 4. He spoke to _______________.

5. I have never been to ___________ of the places. 6. They went ____________.

7. You have not been _________ near the old house. 8. _________ spoke to him.

9. I have never used ________ of his crayons. 10. _________of the family were there.

Task 1

Re-write this Advert without double negatives.Task 2

List 1 List 2

no none no one any anyone anything

nothing nobody nowhere anybody anywhere

Robbie the Robot
Buy Robbie and you will never
have to do no homework again.
Give him your sums – he never
gets none wrong!
When you can’t think of nothing
to write in your stories, Robbie
will help.
With Robbie’s help
nothing your teacher
gives you is no trouble!
You won’t never find
nothing better 
than Robbie!

Robbie the Robot
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Re-write each of these sentences in Standard English.Task 1

Re-write this letter in Standard English.

Dear Cousin Jack,
Thanks for the present what you sent. Its real good! Me old pencil crayons is rubbish and I
ain’t used them for ages. Them new ones you sent me is brill! Whens you comin’ to visit?
Anyway gotta go, its time me and Jon went to Scouts. We ‘ave a real good time there.
luv Tom

Task 2

1. He ain’t ill.

2. Me and Ben done P.E.

3. Billy is a real nice boy.

4. They done their work.

5. Whats you playing?

6. Here’s the present what I got.

7. Me shoes is too small.

8. What yer doin’?

9. There’s the boy what won.  

10. I wanna go!

Write down six examples of non Standard English which we commonly use and 
their correct meaning.

Task 3

Standard English
Standard English is the type of formal language that we use in school when we are writing.
For example ‘What you doing?’ should be ‘What are you doing?’
‘Me and Neesha went out.’ should be ‘Neesha and I went out.’

Learning Objective: to understand that standard English should be used when writing

Name: Date:
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Writing for Different Audiences

Learning Objective: to understand how writing can be adapted for different audiences and purposes.

Name: Date:

This is part of a familiar fairy story, written for a picture book in a style to suit very 
young readers. 

Goldilocks walked through the woods. Soon she came to a cottage. She wondered who could
live in such a pretty little cottage. She went up to the door and knocked. No one came, so she
opened the door and went inside. 
She saw a table with three chairs. On the table were three spoons and three bowls of
porridge, a large bowl, a medium-sized bowl and a small bowl.  The porridge smelt very good.
She felt hungry. 
So she picked up the first spoon and tasted the porridge in the large bowl. It was too hot!
She picked up the second spoon and tasted the porridge in the medium-sized bowl. It was too
sweet! She picked up the third spoon and tasted the porridge in the small bowl. It was just

right. So she ate it all up.

Here is the beginning of the same story rewritten as a bedtime story for
older readers. In your book continue the story in this style, using

complex sentences and more description to suit an older reader. 

Goldilocks, her blonde ponytail swinging, as she skipped along the path
in the woods, hummed a happy tune to herself. Suddenly, there in front of

her, she saw a small brick cottage. 

Task 1

Rewrite this dull information in the style of a snappy advertisement using 
persuasive words and phrases, and an eye-catching layout.

Task 2

Barry’s Burger Bar is
in the High Street
near the bus station.
He sells burgers in
fresh buns with
salads. 
They are very good
and you will get a
free drink when you
buy a burger and
fries.

BARRY’S BURGER BAR
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Prepositions
Prepositions are short words that tell you where things are in relation to one another.
For example: The cat is under the table.  The plates are in the cupboard.  The workman is up the
ladder.  We all met at the station.   Keep off the grass.   Wait by the car.

Learning Objective: to understand and use the term preposition.

Name: Date:

Unscramble the preposition in each balloon and tie it to the correct brick belowTask 1

Underline all the prepositions you can find in this passage.

We searched everywhere for our cat; walking up and down the street, looking over garden walls
and behind plants and bushes. We even looked under parked cars. He was nowhere to be found
so we decided to go home. As we made our way round the house and into the garden, I looked
across the lawn towards the shed and there he was; he was peering at us
through the window. He’d been locked in the shed overnight by mistake.

Task 2

Use these prepositions to complete the following 
sentences. The first one has been done for you.

She couldn’t read   without her glasses. The twins shared the apple ________ them.
He’d packed everything _______ his socks. The dogs were different ________ each other.
The swimmer dived ________ the pool. They waited anxiously ________the ambulance.
Matthew Webb was the first person to swim ________ the English Channel.
The aeroplane flew ________ with a deafening roar.

Task 3

except past without across between from for into  

Use three different prepositions to complete each of these sentences.

There was litter  _______  the bin. 1.________ 2. ________ 3. ________
The path goes  _______  the park. 1.________ 2. ________ 3. ________
There were adverts on TV  _____  the programme.   1.________ 2. ________ 3. ________

Task 4

ordun stardow wond rove hibend scaros grinud

down behind over acrossround towards during

                                   



Learning Objective: to use punctuation marks accurately in complex sentences

Name: Date:

56 © Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Using Punctuation Marks Accurately in Complex Sentences
Two simple sentences can be combined into one complex sentence using commas. 
For example: London has many famous buildings. It is the capital of England. These sentences can be
joined together to make: London, the capital of England, has many famous buildings.

Join these sentences together in the same way. Remember 
to check that you have included commas in the correct place.

1. The diamond ring is very valuable. It is kept in a locked drawer.

2. York is a city with ancient walls. It is in the North of England.

3. John Lennon came from Liverpool. He was the writer of many Beatles songs.

4. The holly tree keeps its leaves in the winter. It is an evergreen tree.

5. Prince Charles is the son of Queen Elizabeth. He is the heir to the throne.

6. The story of ‘Oliver’ is set in Victorian times. It is a musical.

7. Buckingham Palace is situated in London. It is the home of the Queen.

Task 1

Join these sentences into one complex sentence using commas. 
The first one has been done for you.

1. The man was old. He was tired and hungry. He walked along the road.
The old man, who was tired and hungry, walked along the road.

2. The girl was seven. She rescued her sister. She showed great courage.

3. The boy was clever. He was funny. He won the prize.

4. Mr Brown is kind. He takes in stray animals. He lives near me.

5. The giant was unhappy. He was lonely. He had no friends.

Task 2

Find an example of a complex sentence in your reading book..Task 3

                       



Learning Objective: to understand the use of apostrophes for possession.

Name: Date:
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Complete these sentences using apostrophes to show who owns these items. 

This bone belongs to my dog. My dog's bone.

The bicycle belongs to Jenny.

That egg comes from a chicken.

That milk comes from a goat.

The comb belongs to Anthony.

The book is for the teacher.

That number plate belongs to the car.

Task 1

Write these phrases in another way, using apostrophes to show that the items 
belong to each other.

Task 2

Read the paragraph carefully. The apostrophes are missing. Circle where they 
should be and re-write the paragraph correctly on the lines below.

On our country walk we saw a birds nest - actually it was a blackbirds nest. It was hidden in the
trees branches. Later that day we saw a wasps nest and a deers footprints. We hoped to find a
badgers set but instead saw a rabbits burrow. As we were leaving we spotted a foxs tail
disappearing through the hedge.

Task 3

1. the bark of a dog      a dog’s bark    

2. the nest of a robin a ___________ nest

3. the shell of a tortoise a ___________ shell

4. the fangs of a snake a __________ fangs

5. the socks of the boy the ________ socks

6. the nest of a wasp a ___________ nest

7. the tusk of an elephant an __________ tusk

8. the feathers of a bird a ________ feathers

Using Apostrophes to Show Possession
Apostrophe + s ( ‘s ) is written after a person’s name if the item belongs ONLY to 
him or her. For example: This book belongs to Jim. This is Jim’s book.

                                   



Learning Objective: to understand the use of apostrophes for possession.

Name: Date:
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Match each phrase with its meaning. The first one has been done for you.

The womens hats the bike belonging to the boy

The boys bike the crown belonging to the prince

The wasps nests the office belonging to the boss

The princes crown the books belonging to the teachers

The boss’s office the ears belonging to the donkey

The teachers’ books the nests belonging to the wasps

The donkey’s ears the hats belonging to the women

Task 1

Rewrite these phrases using an apostrophe to show ownership.Task 2

Find four examples of apostrophes to show possession, used in your reading 
book. Write them on the lines below.

Task 3

1. a club for cyclists a ____________ club

2. the leaves of trees a __________  leaves

3. a uniform for nurses a _________ uniform

4. lamps for miners ____________ lamps

5. food for babies _____________ food

6. brushes for artists ___________  brushes

7. clothes for men __________________

8. homes for people __________________

9. toys for children __________________

10. tools for workmen __________________

Using Apostrophes to Show Possession
Apostrophes can be used to show possession (that something belongs to someone).
If the name is singular and does not end in an ‘s’ then add an apostrophe and an ‘s’.
For example - the girl’s cat
If the noun is singular and ends in an ‘s’ you add an apostrophe and an ‘s’.
For example -  the boss’s car.
If the noun is plural and ends in ‘s’ you add an apostrophe but do not add an ‘s’.
For example - the workers’ tools.
If the name is plural and doesn’t end in an ‘s’ then you add an apostrophe and an ‘s’.
For example -  the men’s hats.

                                                  



Learning Objective: to understand the use of apostrophes for possession.

Name: Date:
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Using Apostrophes to Show Possession
Apostrophes can be used to show possession (that something belongs to someone).
If the name is singular and does not end in an ‘s’ then add an apostrophe and an ‘s’.
For example - the girl’s cat
If the noun is singular and ends in an ‘s’ you add an apostrophe and an ‘s’.
For example -  the boss’s car.
If the noun is plural and ends in ‘s’ you add an apostrophe but do not add an ‘s’.
For example - the workers’ tools.
If the name is plural and doesn’t end in an ‘s’ then you add an apostrophe and an ‘s’.
For example -  the men’s hats.

Re-write the paragraph on the lines below putting in the apostrophes where they 
are needed to show possession.

During our visit to the zoo we saw a monkeys tiny baby, a bats cave, a penguins

pool and a new lions enclosure. Sallys favourites were the lizards. She thought

the lizards camouflage was amazing. There was a pets corner where there was a

horses foal which was newly born. The tigers enclosure was large. Rajeevs

favourites were the giant tortoises. The tortoises shells were very shiny. The

childrens play area was good fun too. The cafes menu had a large choice and

Amys pizza was the best she had tasted. The zoo shops gifts included

picture books and key rings.  At the Zoo Keepers talk we learnt about how to

look after giraffes babies and lions cubs.  Our teacher Mrs Smiths husband

said he had a fantastic day too.

Task

                                           



Learning Objective: to understand the use of apostrophes in contractions

Name: Date:
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Explain in full the meaning of these contractions.

Wasn’t       was not I’ve hadn’t 

Shouldn’t couldn’t he’ll 

They’ve she’s haven’t 

You’ll who’s where’s 

Task 1

There are twelve contractions in this paragraph. Put apostrophes in the correct 
place and list each contraction and its meaning on the lines below. 
The first one is done for you.

I’ve just had my birthday and weve been to the fair. Wasnt I lucky!
We couldnt take more than three friends. Dad didnt want to go
as he cant stand scary rides. Mum doesnt mind. She said shed
go on the roller coaster. Emma wouldnt go on the ghost train but
Id been on it before. Were going to go again at Easter. I cant wait.

Task 3

Apostrophes for Contractions
Words can be shortened by missing out letters. These are called contractions and the
apostrophe is used to show us where the letter is missing. 
For example – didn’t is short for did not.

Write these words as contractions.

I am – I’m I had would not

She will you have has not 

Were not she had I will 

Task 2

I’ve  =  I have

                                  



Learning Objective: to identify the main clause in a sentence

Name: Date:
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The Main Clause in a Sentence
A clause is a sentence, or part of a sentence, that makes sense by itself.
There are three clauses joined together in this sentence.
e.g. Fred stood at the counter a long time, even though there was a queue, but he couldn’t make up
his mind.
Fred stood at the counter is the main clause (The subject of the sentence)
there was a queue 
he couldn’t make up his mind.

These sentences have two clauses. Underline the main clause in red and the 
other in blue. (Be careful – the main clause does not necessarily come first.)

1. Alan ran to school, because he was late.

2. The kitchen filled with steam, when Mum opened the oven.

3. I tried out my new computer game, because my friend came round to play.

4. As the garden was so full of flowers, I picked a bunch of roses for Mum.

5. It was a lot of effort, but I won the 100 metres in record time.

Task 1

Match up the beginnings and ends of these sentences. Write them on the lines 
below and underline the main clauses.

Spiders are carnivores so she put her hands over her eyes.
Even though the heating was on because it contains vitamins .
When dad slammed the door but they don’t eat their prey.
Although the bird table was full they made a tasty pie.
Linda started to cry I felt very cold.
Fruit is good for you the house seemed to shake.
When they’d peeled enough apples the robins didn’t come to feed. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Task 2

other clauses that give more information about the subject.}
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Learning Objective: to investigate sentences which contain more than one clause.

Name: Date:

These sentences contain two clauses. Write each clause underneath. 
The first one has been done for you.

1. Aunt Amy went to the supermarket because it had a lot of special offers. 

Aunt Amy went to the supermarket.

It had a lot of special offers.

2.  When the storm was over, the rabbits came out of their burrows.

3. At Christmas we have parties and there is special food to eat. 

4. The bus paused at the bus stop, even though there was no one waiting there.

5.. Although he did not have a car, John was determined to learn to drive.

Task 1

These sentences have 3 clauses, write each one underneath.

1. As she was walking along the road Meg saw the bus coming so she started to run.

2. The thief hid in the hedge, so he could not be seen as the police car drove past.

3. As she was playing, Jane became very dizzy when her friend spun her around.

Task 2

Clauses
A clause is a short sentence containing a subject and a verb and makes 
sense by itself. e.g, The dog barked loudly. Sentences can contain several 
clauses e.g.  The dog barked loudly, because a cat ran past, but he couldn’t chase it.
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How Clauses are Connected
When there is more than one clause in a sentence they can be connected in 
a variety of ways. e.g. The girl wanted to go out, however her mum said she 
had to do her homework. In this example, ‘however’ is a connective joining 
the two clauses into one sentence.

Learning Objective: to understand how clauses are connected.

Name: Date:

These sentences contain two clauses. Underline each 
clause and ring the connecting word or words.

1. Mr Brown had a new car, but he had damaged it in a crash.

2. The bus set off from the stop, before the old lady had time to get off.

3. Last year we went to London, where I had a ride on the London Eye. 

4. The cat ran off, consequently the dog stopped barking.

5. Because the storm lasted all night, there was plenty of snow and we made a large snowman.

6. She didn’t buy any new shoes, although there were many that she liked.

7. Mary was creeping quietly up the stairs, when suddenly her Mum came out of the bedroom.

8. Just as the whistle blew, United scored a goal.

9. Even though Mary was really tired, she ran  with all her strength to the finishing post. 

Task 1

Use one of the connectives from the box below to connect two clauses. 
Write the complex sentences on the lines below.

1.

2.

3.

4 

Task 2

Clause 1

The old witch cackled

The audience applauded

The band began to play

Jim stood on the starting line

Connective

and

as

before

after

Clause 2

the concert was over.

everyone began to dance.

the race began.

she cast a spell.

                                  



Learning Objective: to be able to use connectives to link clauses within sentences and to link sentences in longer texts.

Name: Date:
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Find the correct ending for each sentence. The first one has been done for you.
Then write the correct sentences on the lines below.

He did not stop to speak to me because it is raining. 

As soon as I got home he could be heard.

We will go even if he was in a hurry.

The man spoke loudly so that the train arrived.

If you want to have a go I put the ice-cream in the freezer.

They waited on the platform until let me know. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Task 1

Join the following sentences with a suitable conjunction from the box. 

1. The sun came out. The puddle dried up.

2. Will you have a cake? Would you prefer some grapes?

3. The lights went out. We were reading.

4. The storm grew worse. The boat came into the harbour.

5. The family waited at the airport. The plane came.

Task 2

Make up three different endings for this sentence. When it’s raining  ___________Task 3

until
and     or

while
so

Using Connectives
Connectives are words which join short sentences together to make
longer, more interesting sentences. Sometimes the connective is at the
beginning of the sentence in order to change the emphasis.
For example: I’ll come with you if you like. If you like, I’ll come with you.
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