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How do Polar bears survive?



	
	


	Polar bears are large white mammals. They can be found almost exclusively in the Northern Hemisphere, yet due to the changes in our environment, it is thought that they may possibly become extinct one day. How then, are they still
Continuing to survive?

Polar bears have large heads, bulky bodies, short, powerful limbs, very short tails, and coarse, thick fur., of the coasts of arctic North America. The polar bear's body is long and streamlined, with a long neck and small head. Adult males are 210–290 cm long, stand 122–137 cm at the shoulder, and weigh 320–730 k. Females are somewhat smaller. Unlike other bears, polar bears have hairy soles, and so consequently they can grip the ice more easily. 
They may attain a running speed of 25 mi (40 km) per hour on ice. Polar bears usually live on drifting pack ice, but sometimes wander long distances inland. They are powerful swimmers and may cross 20 to 30 mi (30–50 km) of water at a time.

Polar bears are omnivorous, but feed chiefly on marine animals such as seals and young walruses. Quite fearless, they will stalk any animal. For instance, humans may be attacked my polar bears. They take advantage of carcasses left by hunters, and in summer eat vegetation on the shore. If food is scarce, their physiology can slow to a state known as walking hibernation. This results in them using up less energy. 
Polar bears are mainly solitary animals. Males and females are thought to wander all winter. A pregnant female makes a winter den in the snow. Two tiny, helpless cubs are born in January and nursed in the den until March. They usually remain with the mother for about a year and a half, while learning to hunt.

Polar bears have been extensively hunted in the past for fur and flesh. Due to this, they have declined greatly in numbers. Although extremely dangerous to humans, they do well in captivity. As a result, the numbers of polar bears can be monitored carefully. 



